THE UNRELENTING STRUGGLE
its civilization. The British Empire and the United States are
going to the aid of the Dutch. We are going to fight out this new
war against Japan together. We have suffered together and we
shall conquer together.
But the men of Bordeaux, the men of Vichy, they would do
nothing like this. They lay prostrate at the foot of the conqueror.
They fawned upon him. What have they got out of it ? The frag-
ment of France which was left to them is just as powerless, just as
hungry as, and even more miserable, because more divided, than
the occupied regions themselves. Hitler plays from day to day a
cat-and-mouse game with these tormented men. One day he will
charge them a little less for holding their countrymen down.
Another day he will let out a few thousand broken prisoners of war
from the one-and-a-half or one-and-three-quarter millions he has
collected. Or again he will shoot a hundred French hostages to
give them a taste of the lash. On these blows and favours the Vichy
Government have been content to live from day to day. But even
this will not go on indefinitely. At any moment it may suit Hitler's
plans to brush them away. Their only guarantee is Hitler's good
faith, which, as everyone knows, biteth like the adder and stingeth
like the asp.
But some Frenchmen there were who would not bow their knees
and who under General de Gaulle have continued the fight on the side
of the Allies. They have been condemned to death by the men of
Vichy, but theii names will be held and are being held in increasing
respect by nine Frenchmen out of every ten throughout the once
happy, smiling land of France. But now strong forces are at hand.
The tide has turned against the Hun. Britain, which the men of
Bordeaux thought and then hoped would soon be finished, Britain
with her Empire around her carried the weight of the war alone for
a whole long year through the darkest part of the valley. She is
growing stronger every day. You can see it here in Canada.
Anyone who has the slightest knowledge of our affairs is aware
that very soon we shall be superior in every form of equipment
to those who have taken us at the disadvantage of being but
half armed.
The Russian armies, under their warrior leader, Josef Stalin, are
waging furious war with increasing success along the thousand-mile
front of their invaded country. General Auchinleck, at the head of
a British, South African, New Zealand and Indian army, is striking
down and mopping up the German and Italian forces which had
attempted the invasion of Egypt. Not only are they being mopped
up in the desert, but great numbers of them have been drowned on
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